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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 148 


[Abstract:] Wants U.S. Silver Coin in exchange for S.A. Silver Coin, and on what terms. 


Buenaventura 
October 20, 1887 


The Director of the Mint in Philadelphia, U.S.A. 
Sir. 


As the course of the paper money here is continually dropping down, so much so, that it 
stands now 65% for exchange for good exportable silver money, which are the Peruvian Soles, 
but they are getting so scare now, that they are hardly to be got. 


There is some other money here, a little smaller than soles, value $ reales, and which 
were minted in the different states before, named “soles sencillos”, with pretty good silver in 
them, according sound. As | heard that the mint in Philadelphia would buy money like this, melt 
it, and return proper value in U.S. money to owner of it, with deduction of working expenses so I 
like to ask you, whether this is true or not. 


There are besides here 10 cent pieces, 20 cents in silver if you would take them to, I 
would buy up some of this money up incl. them 8 reales soles and send you a lot of, say $50.00 
first, to see how it will come out, in this way, a man might safe a little of his wages here, because 
Colombian paper money has no value at all outside Columbia. 


Hoping not to intrude and to hear from you soon. 


I remain yours, 
Harry Thompson 


My address is 

Jr. H. Thompson, Master Carpenter 

En Sperro-carril Delauca, Buenaventura 
Colombia, via Panama. 


Please do me the favor and not throw this letter in the waste paper basket, before answering it, 
because I can’t send you a U.S. postage stamp. I can’t get any here, I send you a Colombian 
instead, make some use of it. 


